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United States Mint, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Engraver’s Department 


November 1, 1883 


I respectfully call your attention to the fact that some person at the U.S. Mint at San 
Francisco has been tampering with dies sent there for coinage. I have discovered this upon 
examination of those dies returned from last year’s [1882] order. To what extent this may have 
been carried I am unable to say, but it is very apparent on both Eagle and Half Eagle die. This 
not only causes a loss of these dies, but as you well understand it destroys all uniformity of 
coinage if irresponsible persons are allowed to make such changes in the engraving as to them 
seems necessary. 

I feel that I need hardly say that as the dies sent to the Mint at San Francisco are from the 
same hubs as those used by this and all the other Mints, there can be no necessity for them to try 
any of their improvements; and further if the dies sent to them are not satisfactory they have their 
proper remedy, in making a complaint. 


I am very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
Charles E. Barber, Engraver 


Hon. H. Loudoun Snowden, 
Superintendent 


